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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To discriminate disks with difference 
reflectances without applying focus and tracking 
controls and to attain its recording and reproducing by 
discriminating the reflectance of the optical disk with the 
aid of an output from a means holding the peak value of 
a focus error signal. 

CONSTITUTION: The laser beam of a light source 1 is 
condensed on the disk 7, an objective lens 6 is moved in 
the normal direction of the disk 7, and the peak value of 
error signal available from a focus subtractor 14 is 
detected by a peak holding circuit 16 to discriminate the 
disks with different reflectances. An objective lens 5 is 
positioned at a prescribed place, and the reflected light 
beam of the disk 6 is detected by photodetectors 1 1 and 
1 2 to generate the focus error signal and a tracking 
error signal. Said signals are fed back to the drive circuit 
1 9 of an optical pickup 6 through a servo loop gain 
switching part 18, thereby controlling the focus and 
tracking. Accordingly the disks with different 

reflectances can be discriminated without applying a control, and can be recorded and 
reproduced. 
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